[image: image1.wmf]
CurtainUp.com
The Internet Theater Magazine of Reviews, Features, Annotated Listings
A CurtainUp Report
2006 New York International Fringe Festival . By David Lipfert
contra-tiempo 

Bring your dancing shoes to this salsa showcase straight from LA. Because you'll surely want to join the 12 performers onstage at the end. Ana María Alvarez presents the ins and outs of this form in energized fashion. A novice guy gets concise advice: it's not about shaking your butt, it's about pulling and pushing and turning. And then the magic starts. Couple after couple show off, each in their own style. Long-legged Alvarez is a force to be reckoned with, even within the guy-always-leads rule. Then you begin to understand the political dimensions of salsa. Sure the men always turn the women, but the push-pull momentum keeps them equal. And the group dynamic easily morphs into empowerment. The voiceover says: in democracy, liberty is a chimera. Fantasy is a good word for the state of political liberty since 9/11, but via dance this group emphasizes that fighting back is still an option. Segments with couples naturally take precedence, but all male groupings show Alvarez's razor-sharp ideas the best. High flyer Cristian Armas contributes nice comic capers. Lighting (Damon Krometis) adds fluidity to the piece. Composer César Alvarez keeps performers and audience in high spirits. Not to be missed is Omar Rodriquez Diaz's animated dance video Al Alba Ache salsa intro. At Dance New Amsterdam.
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